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Education is critical in life since it develops a unique individual perspective of life by providing adequate knowledge of the world around us. The main forum for education is schools which is either private or public. This classification spans across aspects of school systems making some characteristics between private and public schools very similar, whereas other features are entirely different. Focus and consideration will be on the traits of the school systems that make them similar and different.
Admission of students is a crucial aspect differentiating the two systems. The law requires that public school to admit any student; this results in more diverse groups of students. American taxes fund the public education sector, and hence the public schools are free to all students. The federal funding differs across schools (CCU admission staff, 2011). Private schools, on the other hand, are very selective about who they admit. They acquire funds from tuition fees paid by the parents for their students, which to some category eliminates those who cannot afford the fees. On top of this, there is a set criterion for the students selected to join these institutions. A combination of the two reduces significantly diversity in the school. 
Due to the difference in funding for both institutions, they experience different standards of government involvement. Public school must adhere to all state requirements, inclusive of curriculum, extra-curricular activities, and standardized testing to assess the learning. Private schools are not under control, and thus, are more flexible in the standards they set in terms of curriculum and extra-curricular activities. They can offer specialized programs in different fields which increases their attendance in schools. Private schools can also choose to either adopt the use of state tests or create their own. Another government mandate restricts public schools to provide any religious instructions, whereas private schools are free to select any specific religion.
Private schools are more dedicated towards the preparation of students for college than their counterparts. Public schools have a broader population with a higher student to teacher ratio which reduces chances of individual attention. ‘A’ rated public schools have remediation rates of over 50% (Phillips & Gebeloff, 2011). Private schools have the benefit of lower populations, higher student to instructor ratios and specialized programs which significantly improve their levels of preparing students for college. 
The most significant similarity between the two institutions is their fundamental core to serve the purpose of learning. Both schools systems are required by the law to comply with a set of local, state and federal regulations, inspections and review of their internal operations.  Concerning the size of these institutions, their cafeteria offers the same standardized and approved menu, with private schools adding some extra recommended options. Private and public schools alike have student government whose mandate is to seek for opportunities and methods on their learning activities (Dorozhkin, Zaitseva, & Tatarskikh, 2016). Both school systems have a record of clubs like volunteer students participate in activities that are of interest to them which imparts them with vital lessons like school spirit and teamwork. Finally private and public schools take notes of the results from their testing to improve on the curriculum that is exposed to the students within the regulations (Beneviste, Carnoy, & Rothstein, 2013).
Though the classification creates substantial contrasting perspectives, both institutions are motivated in their efforts to improve educational standards and performance.
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